WHY THE JULY  MONARCHY DID NOT LAST

Bordeaux, landed in France and attempted to incite those loyal to the
senior branch of the Bourbons to rebellion in the Vendee and elsewhere.
She was arrested and imprisoned in the citadel of Blaye, and there the
august widow was discovered to be pregnant, which exploded any
influence she may have had. In vain did she claim a secret marriage. The
first 'Miraculous Child* had delighted the monarchists; the second con-
founded them. But no sooner had the Government disposed of insurrec-
tion on the Right, than the funeral of a liberal general served as excuse for
a republican uprising, which ended in the slaughter of the Cloitre Saint-
Mem and the rue Transnonain. In 1834, Lyons, and then again Paris, rose
in arms; in 1835 and 1836, attempts were made against the King's person.
Nevertheless, despite the violence of both oppositions, the July Monarchy
continued to rule, partly thanks to the talents of such men as Thiers and
Guizot, partly through corruption and favouritism. Out of four hundred
and fifty deputies, one hundred and ninety-three had government jobs;
they paid for their promotions with their votes. As for the electorate, that
new privileged caste, they received grants-in-aid for their businesses,
employment for their relatives and even favours from the courts of justice.
'What is the Chambers' people would ask.   'A great bazaar, where
everyone barters his conscience for a job.* To honest minds, the scandalous
holding of public office by elected deputies became as important a matter
as electoral reform, for whoever is a dependant on power cannot control it.
It has been remarked that the July Monarchy's only problem was to
know whether France should be governed by M. Thiers or by M.
Guizot, and it is true that 'these two great ambitions attended by two
great talents' represented the two policies of the regime.  At first Thiers
and Guizot served together, 'duumvirs' in the livery of order. Both of them
were 'gentlemen*, historians, gallant fellows, and in case of need they
were able to work together, but their personal traits set them against
each other.   Guizot, a Protestant of ascetic habits and irreproachable
private life, remained loyal to the doctrinaire party, its doctrine being
conservatism based on the middle class and peace based on agreement
between France and England. Thiers who was from Marseilles, slight in.
stature, charming and sprightly, and who supplied Balzac with a model
for his Rastignac, had married the daughter of his wealthy mistress,
Madame Dosne, and the 'astuteness of this bourgeoise united to the
southern craftiness' of Thiers had together pushed the man, before his
fortieth birthday, into the French Academy and the premiership. Paris
was amused by this little dwarf of a genius who believed himself to be a
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